
Lying so far north, the Scottish Highlands in Winter can be a truly magical 

place. Arctic winters force birds and other wildlife to change their behav-

iour just to survive the unforgiving conditions. Join us as we head out to 

selected sites to photograph the specialities of the region, including; 

Crested Tit, Red Squirrel, Snow Bunting, Red Deer, Red Grouse, Ptarmigan 

and Mountain Hare.   

Summary 
 

Locations Speyside, Moray Firth, Cairngorms National Park 

 

Dates  29 January-01 February, 05-08 February 2015 

 

Key Species: Crested Tit, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Siskin, Snow Bunting, Red 

Squirrel, Red Deer, Red Grouse, Ptarmigan, Mountain Goat and 

Mountain Hare 

 

Duration 3 Days /3 Nights (Arrival Thursday pm for Friday-Sunday tour) 

  

Group size Maximum of 4 persons 

  

Fee  £575 

  

Inclusions Three nights’ accommodation, hearty breakfast, packed lunches, 

evening meals, Landrover transport between sites, entry to private 

estates  

 

Exclusions  Travel insurance (which we recommend you consider), travel  

 costs to and from the Highlands, alcoholic drinks, items of a purely 

 personal nature 

Tour highlights: 
 PTARMIGANS ON 

THE CAIRNGORM 

PLATEAU 

 MOUNTAIN HARE 

IN THEIR WINTER 

PELTS 

 WILD RED DEER 

ON A PRIVATE 

HIGHLAND ESTATE 

Highland Winter 



Arrival is the Thursday afternoon or evening before the first full day in the field. An additional night’s dinner, bed 

and breakfast on the Sunday night at the end of the workshop  can be booked for £65 per person. 

We will settle into our accommodation before enjoying our evening meal. This will be followed by a presentation to 

explain the weekend’s itinerary and to familiarise guests with the hosts and each other. 

Arrival 

After breakfast we will 

visit a feeding station to 

photograph the wood-

lands birds and mammals 

in particular Crested Tit 

and Red Squirrel. With 

many lichen covered 

branches these charis-

matic birds can be photo-

graphed in their natural 

environment.  

After lunch we will head to 

a private estate to photo-

graph Red Deer in a relict 

forest. Whilst these Red 

Deer - including royal stags 

- are wild, the scarcity of 

food in the winter brings 

these majestic animals 

very close to our photo-

graphic location. A range 

of lens can be used as the 

Stags will come down 

through the forest to-

wards our location to 

feed. 

 Once we have finished 

photographing the Deer 

we will head back to our 

accommodation to review 

the day and discuss the 

highlights. Of course we 

will also use the last re-

maining light to visit spe-

cial sites for landscape 

photography. 
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Friday 
AFTER BREAKFAST WE WILL VISIT A 

FEEDING STATION TO PHOTOGRAPH 

CRESTED TITS...WITH MANY LICHEN 

COVERED BRANCHES THESE 

CHARISMATIC BIRDS CAN BE 

PHOTOGRAPHED IN THEIR NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT  



After a hearty breakfast we will 

head to the peaks searching for 

some of the true montane special-

ists of the region. Snow bunting 

search for food around accessible 

places and if the weather permits 

we will climb into the Cairngorms 

looking for Ptarmigan and Moun-

tain Hare. Warm clothing is essen-

tial, but often when we find these 

specialists we can be rewarded 

with very confiding views. 

After a full day in the field we will 

return to our accommodation to 

reflect on the sightings and warm 

up!  

Saturday 

Sunday 

We will head out in the 

morning to winter moor-

land, loch and river valley 

sites as we target species 

including Red Grouse and 

Mountain Hare.  Male Red 

Grouse will use isolated 

boulders to announce their 

presence to females and 

ward off any challenging 

males. The area also holds 

Raven, Golden Eagle, Gos-

hawk and Mountain Goat, 

and we will use a 4x4 to 

take us to the best locations 

for photography. 

We will spend time learning 

fieldcraft as we try to ap-

proach Mountain Hare as 

they shelter in their ‘forms’. 

This again can be a challeng-

ing but exciting day in the 

field. 

On our way back to our ac-

commodation we will try 

any remaining favourite lo-

cations before saying our 

goodbyes. Following the 

tour post processing advice 

will be available if you need 

it to ensure you make the 

most of your images.  
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WE WILL HEAD 

OUT 

TO MOORLAND, 

LOCH AND RIVER 

VALLEY SITES AS 

WE TARGET 

SPECIES 

INCLUDING RED 

GROUSE AND 

MOUNTAIN 

HARE 



We will be staying at the Grant Arms Hotel in Grantown-on-Spey. 

The handsome stone built hotel has been recently refurbished and 

upgraded to offer modern comforts whilst retaining a traditional 

character. All rooms are en-suite and the tour fee includes three 

night’s dinner bed and breakfast.  

Dubbed the UK’s Wildlife hotel, the Grant Arms is also home to the 
Bird Watching and Wildlife Club (BWWC). The BWWC's Club Room, 
natural history library, walks, talks and briefings are free to all 
Grant Arms Hotel guests. 

Grantown on Spey,is situated in the centre of the Scottish High-
lands and only 14 miles from Aviemore. The town is surrounded by 
ancient woodlands which offer a unique habitat for a wide variety 
of wildlife. There are numerous cafes, bars and restaurants offer-
ing a wide range of meals, drinks and snacks to suit all tastes and 
pockets. 

 

Accommodation 

Ebirder 

Toll House 

Ardersier 

Highland 

IV2 7SX 

 

Phone: 01667 462504 

Mobile: 07957 123274 

E-mail: info@ebirder.net 

 

 

Ebirder is run by award-winning photographer Marcus Conway and family . 

Based in the Scottish Highlands, Marcus has  been leading wildlife photography 

tours since 2007.   

Ebirder is  a small and specialist operator which focuses on providing a high qual-

ity experience for all of our guests. Marcus has taken the time to get to know the 

local sites, and a maximum of four people on each tour ensures that all our 

guests receive  personal attention.  With a BSc. degree in zoology and a passion 

for  British wildlife photography, Marcus uses his knowledge and experience to 

help photographers of all levels get the most out of their time amongst the fabu-

lous scenery and fauna of the Scottish Highlands and Islands.  

About ebirder 


